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(57) immi 

[ ] 4^ •/ F 1 0 i: h 8 i: cornlT-'^ n 9 

^S^-rS '>xyNSS;K- M 3 tifi.-K F 1 0 O FT 
1 0 aSr*ffiiLT'^xyNaiLAaPl Ob^fflffl-ri,d^ 
-y F^-r^ 2 0 ifimm^ixXii 0 . *f >y F^-T^ 2 

0cO^-X2 l(:(i'^-X2 lcr)T>X7NaitAtLP2 2 

icaS;^'>^6 2 2rf-v>'VS-6 0<7):?n->>>JR^^6 1 
l^^i^L. ^'n— y^JRWM6 1 . y F 1 OtO'^XM 
mnm. l O c c7)^M^7j<*$rffi^;ifX 6 2 J: oT^l- 




(2) 

1 

ii. ^coi-^y-f^zlimi^^VTcoiHmzmMmMtii 10 

[00 0 1 ] 

L. mz. vT^^~t^^-^ur^:mm^^mii,zi^ 

mimm.Lfz 'o^^y^-yi-^mmmm. ■ cwmwizm 20 
mLx^m:h<7iizm^^. 

[00 02] 

[ imcTitm ] mummmmco-mx'h 1. ^ ^' -y i-^mm 

PBPffitKT/&i«MiftCcg«SixTV^|,FOUP (fr 30 
ont opening unified pod <, iilT. :K'yFi:>/">'5o ) i; 

[0003] '^xyNCO^Sr^ U Ti: LT*?-y K^^^-fiOTSiX 

iz^x h fcub . mm<7)mmmzj n-x ^ ^ t t 

fc^. U -yjV-MzWf^^:^ V ^ffiMf ^ 

>>xy N y T t L T *.° -y K S ixT *T V ^ I, . 
[0 0 04] ^XM<7)=3f-viJTt LT;K'y H'*ffiffl-r-g> 
^N'-y^j<;cVDgStz*3V»T{±. ^■T^*JIMLTxK■y K 
O-^xyNtBtAtLP^ffiffl-rSdf -y h'Mffl^M (JilT. 
r^ -yY:^-r-f-hV^o . ) ;^)^ *r.y Kfc>r^LT'>xy^^ 
ai L Aix-r >ti<60'^xy h tiaBS ^XT v 

mk(r>Z(nm<n^i'y K^-T-?-{i.t.°>y Y^W^-th 
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[0005] 

wmmzm^i\.h^m.\,zt£hfz^. ^:tj\mm.\,zmt\ 

^t\.fz^^y\\z^fm.\\mf^m lt^ D^^°-7" ^ ^/p;^)^' 

^'mmmzts:->x\^^^^[z\t. ir^-yYimm^ 

Kfzmz^ 4f -y FO-^xyNiRSrtMc^^Mj&^vs-v^stCV 
D^atfc ft I. '^xy Nggrf^- h <r>nm^\iz\9.X LT 

[0006] mm.oy^fm\m<r>vm 
b t!^x-% h wm^&m.^M^h zhiiztyh. 

[0007] 

§ ix ^ (TmWA L A^i P t «i; K Tifimm @ ffit^^* S 

U Ttcii^ LT HfriB««^ m t AtL^i.»K«^4f- b 

^ft ^>fxT V ^ § h i> (c . ^ b t^mrlB 

LA^xP*^^,^^g'lt^■x^SAS^i:i.i^M«:^)^■^iil§^x 
[0008] ml^'Ltz^mzi^ixM.. YTW\-^ixX^ 

\ ')r<^mm^^^xix.uimik%ivrzn\z^ ^-rvf^z 

T<^i^gEt=*Kai \^xixuti^t^w:m:^x^-^mi7^\,z 
j; -9 T^^- i/'-r i i: ifix% htz^. m^ff) ^mmm 

[0009] 

m^zw^Lxmm-th. 

[0010] immmmi>zii\.^x . ■mmt.zimmu 

m^&mit , y -y f-st C V D mm.-tt;:h-h^ <■ y ^T^ffijf^ 
JSi^- CVD^gtLTiait^^ixTV^a j;-3tc1«B!c 
StLTV^a. mitCij^^tLTV^^yS'-y^jtCCVD^Ml 

^->y h 3*i'Sit:&[B]tCigi.#(t^>^XTi3 0 , h-^^ 
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3 

tiX\^^, To-fex^j.— :/4tc:{i::ro-fex^j.— :/4 

m« 6 i: V . 2 <7)^^3(^Tmi>Zlt 

^'7{irn-feXf-i-r4 0*Tt-iBa S titz h 8 

®,T^»LT, rn-lr>^f-A-7'"4<0Ma^tMt-C*ii 10 

[0011] ffift:2c7)jEHStC{i4^°v FtHtA^lP (El 
^"t-f ) 3&i'M^$ I? . *^ K tii L AtlP{± 7 n y 

V ¥^^~'J 1 1 tt^mM^tiXii 0 . 4^ -y H 1 OJi.+fv 
KtijLAtLP*ilLT*^>y KXx-i^'l It^tULAix^ 

[0012] ffi#:2|^iOmrf**l*]^^4'5^gPcO±gPtii0 
tei^O^K -y Ffi 1 2 i}mW$tlX io D . UltejtitO^K 'y h' 20 
fflS 1 2 {i^tt+AfflcO;K V H 1 0 X o 

StlTV^^. •f-^r;bfe. [lIlK5^c?)4^°'y Kffll 2{i:B&Hi?f^ 

tgSE§ix-g>J;3t:i^r'5TV^I.„ tt#;2 l^O*^-/ Kffl 1 2 
OTfltttS^i: LTO'^xyNg Sr;K.y K 1 Otc>fJ-LT 

M 3 , 13 U±mi-r ^^-y K 2 0 30 
[0 0 13] tt#:2p^<J04^ y KX-f- i^'l 1 h*^'y Kffll 

1 2fc itA'-^xyNggrff-h 1 3 tcomui^-y vmm 

mw. 1 4 mm^tix *3 o . 4^ >y f-MjIS* 1 4 JS^^ >y 

¥X^~i^l 1 i:4^-y Fai 2fcJ;lJ^■'>xy^gS4^-^- 
13t comi5J:X/Tti-/ Kti 1 2 ^^xysSg^- M 3 

t<7)mx^vvi o^mi-thXoizm^^tix^^^. 

tfz, '^xyNg^^^- M 3 i: 4^- b 8 b(^mizU^:c 
{i-^xyNg^^K- M3i:^-b8i: <?)^T■'>xy^ 9 ^ 40 

mmt^ioizmf&^tix^^^. .i^-bxi^^; 

hxl/^^-^J? 7 tTAix#;c I. J: 0 tc«Jt§tLTV^ 

[0014] ±TO'>xy^gS4^- M 3 . 13 tfgg 
Six/::4^v F^-r-^2 0 . 2 0{i|si-(c«jS$tLTi^ 

l.3ti!6. ;K-y ^':t-r-^2 OOJtiJStC-OViTiiiScO'^ 
xy^SS*^-^ 1 3l,zmM^tltzhcOI>z-:>\.-^xmPM-r 

50 
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[00 15] lait^SixTV^^ j;^ tc. ^^UTIHBB 
^Mi: LTc?)*f"/ ^'^-r•:^2 0{iffi#:2|*ltCi3V^T'> 
x^NgS>-^- M 3 t '^xyNf^tK^M 1 5 ^ftflJI. J; 

5tsistiriPSix>^^iys^^f-<-x2 1 ^mLxa 

0, ia2i5j;t/IM3t;^§ixTV^-&J:ai:. '*<^-X2 1 
t:{i;K-y h' 1 OCT) FT 1 0 atMLT^;*;#i»^tCffiiK 
t-|.0Aff^t:?^fi)cS^x^c'>xyN£iJ LA^lP 2 2 j&iffifg$ 
<-X2 l{±_hT<^7i^-y F::t-r 
■:^20. 2 0T'ftffl$n.Tl^S>^c*6. '^-X2 lt;{i± 
T-C— i^xv Ntii t AixP 2 2.22 -h^mJi^xm 
iz^^X'AzWm.^fiX\-^:h. 

[00 16] m2\<Z^^tlX^^hiio\iZ. ^—X2 1<7) 
^xy nSS^- b 1 3 fiJO^ffi ( mr. iEffi ^: -ri. . ) 

tctottl.'7xy\aiLAixP2 2tOTflt::(i. Ty^^lvm 

w^ikn-h 2 sm^^izm&ittxa o . 2 3^0 
™iioff5^i±-gi5j5H3] 19 x^'tifzw&sLm^<7)wmmz 

mm^flX^^i,. ^n-^2 3cr)±Mizl±—Mcr,:^^ FP 

-A' 2 4 , 2 4 *^X-X 2 1 OIE® i; TfiS-f*] ( VAT. 

:^^jj\^t-t^. ) i^znm^tLX. ^-x2 icDiEmt 

mM^tlXHK). :^^<^0-{ Vl^~f]^2 4. 24t:(i^ 

2 Y-^mmmco:^'-^ ry^ -y ^ 2 5 Sr^rt-rtfrfis- 
m^zmm g ffitc^??:^ ^xt w> s . wg^ 2 7 ^ 2 

3 OiHt^Jgx.Wt^^tl.T'cxTi^ y y^-^a2 6 J; -5 
[00 17] [l2tc^§ixTV^^ j; ate, iia^2 7(i: 
D . *fea^ 2 7cD±Ht:{i:{jia?*46t>'2 8>^i'H3p;. IE 

E.AmcowMizmw^tLxmm.iz^^tix^^^ . 

iOGBi*i6t°y2 8{i:;K'y K 1 0tm3lz^^tiX^-^^ 
i a 2 7 . 4^ -y 

h' 1 0OTffitc?aiSSa;^^Hffip;rt0f4ai^A6iagp (H^ 

fc^A-r-Sctdtc^roTV^^. 
[0 0 18] [Il4t:5K$tLTV^^ idtC. ^— X2 1(D 
T!7xy^^ig^Ml 5fijc7)±ffi (OT. ) iz 

i3{t^'^xyNffiLAaP2 2C0Tffl)U:r{±. ;!if>f Kl^-zk 

3 o*^*=&^rl^i]^^*¥^:iScit$^^T^3 o . ^-f vu-ju 

3 0{ziiryy)vmmzj[m^ttfzi^^:^\mm-^3 1 

x\^^. 3 1 c7)Sitgi5#i:{ixr u V 

^gg3 2 *^S^^[*]tC7j<Tl;iMx#ft^>*iT*3 0 . X 
T>-U >'^"^g3 2c0b°X b yn v F 3 2 a<7)$tiffiii< 
-X2 ltiaS$tlTV^I.« t-^r*>%. £^:^[*I^ti)^ 
3 1 axr U vy^B 3 2 £7)1ifXf^(C J: o 

[00 19] m5{z^.^fix\-^hkd^z. iE^m^m 

3 1 «*¥g|5WO±Hta-Mc^7?'-f FIx-;P3 3 . 
3 3*^:fc^fciES3h.T nff^:^t|titcffiftt-"g. J: o 

^XT*3 D , MT^'-f KP'-;P3 3,33 Um^-^Jflll^m 
^34 ^ituf**|BltcafX^»i L#i. J; a t^MUiiitti 
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HTL3 5:b^:^^mzm&:t^Xoizmm^ti.X\>^^. 

^^mm-h 3 1 co-mmi^zuryy-y hse tim^ 

-^3 7;&«Sir^ri^±|tl#i:lixWt^>nTV^^. n- 
^ y -r aX-:5? 3 7 <50T-A 3 7 a <7)5feStc:ait 

^z±m^tifz)^'^ r^y3 8imm-^mm^ 3 4 o^" 

K?L3 5tMtl)@ffitKA^aTv^^. t-^t)*>, mi 
^^riB|#Kj^ 3 4 {in-^ U -r ^'^aX-:?' 3 7 Offi 
^iHH&t j; -5T Hfrf^:^i^atffiaigl!)$m. i a tif 10 

[0020] frrf^:&[*]^tt^ 3 4 i5D±ffit«r^ .y h 

3 9 timmizim^tlXiS Ki. y'^^-yh3 9 co^Emiz 

(^w-mmmzwm^ttfz a-i>> 4 0 ^^sacdas^ 

tLX\^i>. -TitK). ^n-i^>4 0«|trf*S'[^#il)^3 
4 J; '5TBfrf^:^r[^tffia^i6Sti,l. J; 0 tc^oTi^^ 

h i: t {c, 3 1 i -5-c:t^:^[^(:ffif* 

ii-r-i. » ) 2 1 cDmizmm-t^ ^tizx^i^y 

x^ NtB L AtL □ 2 2 ^ fflS i d tc^r -5 T V ^ S » 
[00 2 1 ] astc^^^ixTt^S J;3t. -^.-x 
2 1 cOiEfflic*3(t '!7xy^ttJ LAiXP 2 2 tOjg D 

K 1 Ocoff L#(tm:*f -y b' 1 OO'^xyNtti tAti. 

□i3j;t^X-x2 l«0^xy\ttiLAixP2 2*>— 
|.v\°.y=3f>'54*iW$ft,TV^-g>, ^'n-v^V4 OOiE 

WftC'<.-X2 1 «0'^xy\£aLAixP2 2 ;k-f-|.3t 

ibcO^'^-y^y5 5ti^Mi^tiX\'^^, >>>4 OfO 30 

0 a t#« LfcS!i^>oi'^xy \^mmm 1 5 foiaa^fsK 

« A-r S CO S: Kih^ S ?t 46cO^ N° ■/ y 5 6 >{)i^i§§ ilT 
v^^, ffiS[±. lll4fcJ;t^"lll5tci3i.->T{i. iSiB-r-l.^ 

[0 0 2 2] 04t^§iXTVii,J;ot. ^n-i^>4 

oc7)±T^rl^i]c7)Ptl.|:^i|t±^;^-^of!?|g«^4 1. 4 i*^ 

§aTU.g.. W»^lfi4 1. 4 ltCfcit-S.^'n->>>4 
0c7)^-Xi;RMfl!|cO±H (J.:iT. WHis-TI.. ) m(7) 40 
SSPl:{i-Mc7)r-y-4 2 . 4 2*^M$nTi3 D , 
WT- iJ - 4 2 , 4 2 mzim^fir4 4 Sr^-T -S-^-^P h 

4 3j&i#§Jtft^ixTV»§, i?n->>"-v4 0OWffli:*3 
{t^-^rcOT-y-4 2cr)±fI!lt:{ixTi/U >'^^g«4 

<?)t°x b yn .y K<7)^iig{i:-<./t b 4 3 OilteM-4 4 icjg 

MStiTv^i.^ ■f^j:h-h. mmmMA i . 4 i{ixr>- 

1 , 4 1 co^ n- i^'^ 4 0 <5:)iEffl(l!lcDi^gBtCJi H T 1 0 50 
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a Olf f) ( m-T^^-f ) t^f^-^t" ^ f^-^gP 4 1 a L 

[00 23] ISl2tCiSStLTV^^ ^'n-i>>4 
0<P0iEffit*3{t^— ::^«Oj^ft#jfit{±KTl 0 atO^ffi 

\,zi:.-yx^ix^tm'&^fix\^h . mms,Aet:m^^ 
^mku^PiAiii^muzii-yxm^^Kxis^. m. 
sngi5«4 7<?owwij5^{±i^sfmg& 

^fiX\-^h . mhU^MA 7 <7)iEHfaiSi^i'f-Mfi b'T 1 

0 afc?aiS$ix3tfi«i^*^iA: (0^^) fc^-rs j; 

1 0 aayim:m.^'ji\,z^xLx Frio a^«wt;^ 

[0024] 02. mAiii.V^met,Z^^ttX\^hXo 
\,Z. K.~X2 l<7)iEMt::*^ft'l.'>xyNajtAtLP2 2iO 
^litc{i:a-^"J-T^f-jLX-^ 5 Oj&^dlteWS 0 a 

0 at:{iB&C#:ff^:(^t;ffM$tl./"cr-A 5 1 cO-S*vK 

1 Ji^-x 2 1 t:MIS$tLi^cifarL5 2 Sr^MS^xTts 
0 . r-A 5 1 <n^-x 2 1 iOWHfiliO^SSPtJi^v 

[002 5] |I|6i3j;tAia7i;^SiXTV^^ ^ 
—X 2 1 <7)flrHt:{i^ ^ 6 0 *i'±T«jK >y F ^— T 

-^2 0. 2 0O^'a-i/-v4 0, 4 0 ^IR^-T-S. J: 3 

m^^fixa^. ^-vy^-^e oto^n-i^>jR^M6 1 
^07J<^;^l^^]^7)^${i^' n-i^> 4 0 A^Htc^Ki tT-^x 
v'NtiiLAixP 2 2 S:^^tMP$-li:a<OSrfF^U#S j; 
■9tlS^§^xTV^I.„ 0 COW mfflJcOfJMO— 

SIIt;«i^?Stt^'X i; LTi7)a*;*?'X 6 2 Sr ^ n-y>JR 
1 t3«i^^^i^M«6 3>{)^^n-i;^^JR^^6 1 
t,z^mt^ j; 5 t®ig!SixTio D , y^s' 6 0 cOJEffi 
M^?FM-r-&'<.-X2 lcO-g|5t:{i:^n-i^>iR^^6 

1 hzmm^fifcm.m:^'x e 2 i:mm-^m%m6 4 ifi9 
n-i>>jRwa6 1 \,z^-thi.^\,zw^-^'ktx\^h. 

^-r>-^^'6 0<7)#HMtci3ftS±TO'>xyNaiLAtLP 

2 2, 2 2tcM[n]t--l>{)iMt:ii:, Oc7>'>xyN 
03 1 AfXP 6 5. 65 if^ft^fl^^-^fCZii'O . 
xy^^tJLA#^P6 5{i^'o-i;'^4 OcoWMSPSrWAt 
#§y^l'§c7)H:ftjejc73|!SPt=ffM§nTV^^. Sfc. 
xystil LA^XP 6 5{i:v -/ ey^-'^as 3 SrWffiilJA^^> 

[0026] miiB«B!clc«i.vN'>7^^c VDga 

\:}:f<7mm^zii\^X\±. -iS-so-^xyNltS't"- F l 3Sr 
±154^- F A i; L , ftHS-cO^x^ - F 1 3 ^ 

;K-FB^:t- 1., 

[0027] 111 t^§ixTV-i|> j; ate, •K#:2F^O^° 
V FXf— i^' 1 1 tJKv Fm LAttPy&^^>ffiASfl./i.-K 
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-y KfflJ 1 2 t;f*«§fL/::*r>y F 1 0 -y KMili^g 1 
4 J; -5 TjiSt b° V T -y r Six, h A izM. 

m^flX . ^ F :^~y°i- 2 0 <7)im.^ 2 7l,zm3 

^J6b°>'2 8^^ixm^Six^C^:tj;i9, '"K'yF 
1 0 i; tSa^ 2 7 i; (TymM.-^h'tifimi^fl^ . 
[0028]rf<'-yF10 tmW.-^ 2 7 izmW^itX&m 10 

t . «SS 2 7 ;^)ixr5> U yi?^'^«2 6 
J;-9-r<-J^2 lO^ri^JtcWSil. H8 (a) t^^Six 
T V^l. J; 0 (3. -y F 1 0 iO^PfMIJSfflj&^-<-X 2 1 <7) 
IEat*5(tS^xy\tiiLAixn2 2i0fflPS^jflgptff L 
Wf^ti-S, i^c, 4^-y F 1 0-/}-^-X 2 1 o:^r^iit:ff 
$tl^ t. 9u~~J-<rAQ Oft?iSfi4 1 *i FT 1 0 atO 

iiPgRW4 7 i,z^m9Mt^i^im^fih i h t i D . 
•y F 1 OCT) FT 1 0 a:(;>m*M4 6t,Zl -z-XM&Jk^U. 

commt^zm^Ltzi^^UA i atc^-^r ft i o a<?)^ 

[0029] <>K\-^X\ mm-Ul^^m^ 3 4t^n~^ 
T:^'^iX-:^?3 7c?)f^lCj;oT'<.-:^2 
l.^[*Itf#i!)SiX'l. ^: . 08 (b) (CTK^ixTV^I, J;3 
^n->^>4 OJi^K'y F 1 0<7)FT 1 0 a^rfi^PR 
mimLrz^mXi-^y'>'^6 0cr)^n-~J^]\^^^6 1 
W^-r^ii:tcJ: 0, FTl 0 a*xK-y F 1 OcO'^x 
-'^£^1LA^^□1 Ob;t)^A>i*^tti-r» ^ixtj;^, ^K'yF 30 
1 OO^x^NtBLAiiP 1 0 b{iffiJ!cSixfc4mt^ 

[0030] ^ n-i^'-v 4 0 ^&^nff*:^rl^^I^■lI^ 3 4 J; 

oTS^.tif^jfi^ti-Si:, as (c) t:^$tiTV^§J; 
at.:? n->>V 4 0 {S^-r >'VS-6 0 tOWffiffitcMISS 
iXit'^xysffiLAixPe 5t,z^u—z^'^m^M6 icof^ 
mi}^i^nX^h^tizX'0. ^n-i»lR^M6 1 

$iLfz^tm^z^j:^. 

[003 1] ^XJ~-J^40ti^i:^u~-J^m^M6 1 

09 (a) t;^$ixT i.'^'l. J: d t:, :?o- 40 

J^>lR^gS6 1 (C(±a*^-X 6 2*-i|&M«6 3 

3l-r'g.M*;i?X6 2{i:'>xy\aiLAixP 1 0 b>?)^iirK'y 
F 1 0 cO'^xyMRS*!^ 1 0 c iz^XLtzmizm^Hi-t^ <! 

J; D , ^xyNJRSft^ i o c (OAM^#fm-f -1. ^: ^: C> 
(OxyNJRIrt^ 1 Oct^jfr-S, -r^ri:'-^?. f-^-WS" 
6 0Oi?n— S^>IK§M6 1 iiiV iK-y F 1 0^0':?xy^ 
JRttS 10c lZt5ifhizMtpc0^^7ii^i±mm:ff^ 6 

[0 0 3 2] ^-vyA'6 0(5:)^'n-i^>lR^S6 li3j; 50 
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t/'rK-y F 1 0 cO^xyNjRtt^ 10c ifimM:^':^ 6 2 1 J; 
-5Tv^-y$tL^i:, :fe^l*>I^tt^3 l*^xri/U^' 
^■■^M3 2cD#t!ltj;^T'>xyNtiiLAtLP2 2>^)^ii>ii 
ixS:^[6lt#I!)§ixl.„ ^ixfciO. 09 (b) 
ixTV^-l. idl:. FT 1 0 a?: iaSA4 etCioT*^ 
ia*m^L/t^n-S^>4 0{±i7n-i/-rJR^^6 1 ^ 
•<.-X2 lt0^xy\£ijLAixP2 2/t)^A>SiraL7'c:51®f4 
■ic^ttSai.. ic0^n->>>4 OfOiSS^tttJ: 
0. ^-\'>'^^'6 0<?)'>x^\ajtAixP6 5. X2 1 
tfO'^xyNffi LAixP 2 2fcj;I/?K-/Fl OcO'^xystUL 
AixPl 0 bj&im^ixIBJfcSii^^^mtc^-S. cso 
1^, l-i^. ^-Yy^-^e 0O^'n->^>JR^S6 Ifeit/' 
^•y F 1 0 ^^J^^\m^M 10c tmm:^':^ 6 2 1 J; -5 

2 l^offH^iMrBTC'J^-i.'>xy^^^i^Ml scT^iss^rai 

[0033] ^-a—i^^AQifi^^m^flhb^ 09 
( c ) t^$ixT v^l. J; a tc. -7 -y b°y ^-^B 5 3 
_^ ij -T-^^^x-^ 5 0 £7)^^Wrt j: -oT^iftStL 
T. V-yty^'-^as 3*-^*.°-/ F 1 0i7)'>xyMRSi*iSl 

0 OtO'^xyAtbLAixPe 5 , ^~X2 
lcO'>xyNttiLAilP2 2fcJ;t^'*^>y F 1 OtO'^xysai 
tAtLPl ObSr^OfeftTifAStL^, ;K>yF10c7) 
T>xyNJRJ|t|^ 1 0 c ^^X^tLfz-? -y by^'ga 5 3 {J; 
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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent failure at 
releasing a pod with a pod opener. 

SOLUTION: A wafer delivery port 13 which 
delivers wafer 9 between a pod 10 and a boat 8 is 
provided with a pod opener 20 which opens/closes a 
wafer delivery opening 10b, with a door 10a of the 
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pod 10 attached/detached. A chamber 6 0 which 
covers a wafer take-in/out opening 22 of a base 21 
is installed at the base 21 of the pod opener 20. 
An air supply pipe 13 and an air discharge pipe 6 4 
are connected to the chamber 60 for communication 
of nitrogen gas 62 with a closure housing room 61. 
At releasing of the pod, the closure housing room 
61 of the chamber 60 is filled with the nitrogen 
gas 62, so that the air and water content in the 
closure housing room 61 and a wafer housing 
chamber 10c of the pod 10 are purged with the 
nitrogen gas 62. Since the atmosphere in the pod 
is prevented from being released into a wafer 
transportation space, the contamination of the 
transportation space, rising of oxygen 
concentration, oxydation of a wafer, and sticking 
of particles are prevented. 
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